
Owners’ “Going Away” Checklist 
 
Listed below are suggestions for a routine to be followed when an 
owner prepares to leave a residence for an extended period. 
 

a. Remove perishables from the refrigerator.  Turn the icemaker to 
“off”, but leave the refrigerator on “low” 
 

b. Run garbage disposal and check to make certain it is cleaned. 
 

c. Turn off the hot water heater and the main water supply to the 
tank.  When you return, make certain that the water is turned back 
on before turning on the electric supply to the tank.  The main 
water supply valve is closest to the wall.   
 

d. If a television set is equipped with a low voltage transformer and 
“instant on” leave it plugged into the outlet.  Otherwise, unplug the 
set. 
 

e. Set the thermostat on “cool” with temperature between 80 and 82 
degrees, and the control on “automatic”.  If the home is to be 
vacant for an extended period of time, particularly during hot 
weather, you may consider installing a humidistat.  This device will 
operate your A/C system according to the humidity in the residence. 
 

f. Humidifiers should be turned on and set at 60-65. 
 

g. Leave inside doors ajar. 
 

h. Bring all porch furniture inside. 
 

i. Pull draperies to minimize the fading effect of the sun on carpeting 
and furnishings. 
 

j. Check all doors and windows to be certain they are locked. 
 

k. Consider using a timing device to switch certain lights on and off 
during the course of a day.  Otherwise, turn all lights off, but “DO 
NOT” turn off the electrical power. 
 

l. Notify Property Management that you will be away if you wish to 
permit access to the home for package delivery, redecoration 
work, etc. to authorize them to release the key to your residence.  
Property Management should also be notified of any renters & 
guests who will occupy the residence in the owner’s absence. 


